
ROCHDALE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

9th July 2008 
 

 PRESENT: Councillor William Hobhouse (in the Chair); Councillors Abbott, 
Ali,  Farooq Ahmed, Imtiaz Ahmed, Bailey, Clayton, Peter Clegg, Colclough, Coric, 
Couzens, Peter Davison, Ted Flynn, Pat Flynn, James Gartside, Jane Gartside, 
Wera Hobhouse, Khan, Mahmud, Metcalfe, Mulgrew, Sharif, Taylor, Thirsk and 
Todd. 
 
OFFICERS: 
 J. Hodkinson (Rochdale Township Manager), A. Watson (Planning & 
Regulation Services), J. Rowbottom (Finance Service), T. Leedham (Highways & 
Engineering Services), L. Durrant (Regeneration Services), P. Maynard and G. Lucas 
(Strategic Housing Services), M. Taylor (Environmental Management Services),  
R. Lartey and V. White (Township Management), P. Flounders (Link4Life) and  
G. Jones (Business Partnerships Services), and P. Thompson (Legal & Democratic 
Services).   
 
Apologies for Absence: Councillor Watkins. 
 
Also in attendance: Councillors Ashworth and Rush. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 
20. In accordance with the Code of Conduct for Councillors and Co-opted 
Members, Councillor William Hobhouse declared a personal and prejudicial interest 
in the following two items, on both occasions vacating the Chair in favour of the Vice-
Chair, Councillor Coric. 
  
(a) Springfield Park (Minute No.21(vi)) 
(b) Part permanent closure and creation of footpath RocEFp3 – 

modification of definitive map and statement of public rights of way 
(Minute No. ??). 

 
OPEN FORUM 
21. The following matters were raised during the Open Forum session. 
 
 (i) Heybrook Primary School 
 Teachers and pupils of Heybrook Primary School addressed the Township 
Committee with regard to road safety issues.  The Township Committee was 
reminded that the main entrance to the school is on the A58 (Halifax Road) a main 
arterial route in and out of Rochdale.  During peak hours this road was extremely 
busy, especially at those times of day when children are dropped off and collected 
from the school.  Presently there was not a school crossing patrol operative 
employed outside this particular school and the Township Committee was informed 
there hadn’t been since the previous operative had died several years ago.  The 
Township Committee was informed of the concerns that the school, pupils and 
parents had regarding road safety and were requesting the Township’s urgent 
consideration in this matter.  A petition, with approximately 800 signatures, was 
presented to the Chair of the Township Committee, requesting that a school crossing 
patrol operative be employed at this location and as part of the submission to the 
Township Committee detailed maps highlighting the location of the school in relation 
to where pupils attending the school lived and details of accidents that had occurred 
since the services of the school crossing patrol at this location had been lost.  The 
Head of Highways & Engineering Services replied that although the Authority had 
struggled to appoint a school crossing patrol operative, various traffic calming 
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measures had been introduced to improve road safety, for pedestrians, at this 
location. 
 DECIDED – That the Head of Highways & Engineering Service be 

requested to submit a report to the next meeting of Rochdale Township 
Committee on 10th September 2008 outlining detailed proposals for 
improving road safety for pedestrians at this location, and that he be 
asked to seek the views of the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Township 
Committee, Ward Councillors and representatives of the school to be 
incorporated into the report if necessary. 

 
 (ii) Proposed closure of Post Office Branches 2008 
 The Township Committee was addressed by Ms. Michelle Wild and other 
residents who were speaking out against the proposals that had been put forward by 
Post Office Ltd. to close seven of its 52 Post Office Branches in the Borough of 
Rochdale with particular regard in this instance to the proposal to close the Buersil, 
Oulder Hill and Spotland branch Post Offices.   
 The Chair of the Cabinet informed the Township Committee that this matter 
had been considered at a special meeting of the Cabinet held 3rd July 2008 where it 
had been decided that the Chief Executive be authorised to respond to the Post 
Offices consultation exercise on behalf of Rochdale MBC with clear and reasons 
objections to the proposed closures and that the report (CAB.80/08), that the Cabinet 
had considered, be forwarded to all four of the Borough’s Township Committees for 
urgent consideration.  Accordingly the Cabinet report was circulated to Members of 
the Township Committee for their consideration and comment. 
 DECIDED – That (1) Rochdale Township Committee notes the crucial 

role that Post Offices make to the lives of people in the Rochdale 
Township, especially the elderly and most vulnerable; the Township 
Committee also takes the view that this issue is a matter for the 
Townships, within powers invested by the devolution agenda; 

(2) Rochdale Township Committee notes with regret 
the decision by Post Office Ltd. that if the Authority successfully makes 
the case to keep open Buersil, Oulder Hill and Spotland Post Offices, 
they will propose to close other branches in the Rochdale Township 
Area; 

(3) Rochdale Township Committee believes that if Post 
Offices are to be valued as important community facilities, the only 
option available to Members is to consider covering the subsidy for 
these Post Offices out of the Council’s own costs to keep them serving 
the people of the Rochdale Township; 

(4) the Township Committee further recognises that a 
short-term subsidy will require the Council to work in partnership with 
the affected Post Offices to move them to profit within three years, and 
that this will only be achieved if the affected Post Offices have a suitable 
location and size, and that the Post Master/Mistress is fully backing the 
partnership;  

(5) Post Office Ltd. be formally notified of Rochdale 
Township Committee’s intent to work in partnership with them to put a 
feasibility study together and bring that back to the Township 
Committee, for further consideration, within the timescale set out by 
Post Office Ltd. 

 
 (iii) Greenbank Road 
 The Township Committee was addressed by Mr. John Suthers who informed 
Members about the poor state of the road surface on Greenbank Road and 
requested that the Township Committee make available funds to remedy this matter.  
Mr. Suthers added that this matter had previously been considered by the Rochdale 
Township Action & Resources Committee who had resolved not to allocate funding to 



this scheme.  The Head of Highways & Engineering Services undertook to 
investigate this matter further to ascertain the condition of the road, and if appropriate 
refer this matter back to Rochdale Township Action and Resources Committee for 
further consideration.   
  
 (iv) HGVs on Milnrow Road, Rochdale 
 Mr. John Wilcox addressed the Sub-Committee expressing his concerns 
about the volume of Heavy Goods Vehicles travelling along Milnrow Road, Rochdale 
to the Kingsway Development Site.  Mr. Wilcox stated that perhaps 50 Heavy Goods 
Vehicles were using this road twice daily, from 7am daily, adding that large amounts 
of debris was falling from the vehicles and that drivers would often be driving 
dangerously and in excess of the speed limit.  Mr. Wilcox informed Members that the 
lorries, without exception, belonged to a firm known as WH Mayer & Sons Ltd., who 
were based in Urmston, Greater Manchester.  A representative of Greater 
Manchester Police undertook to investigate this issue and a Member suggested that 
the Township write to the company, expressing the Committee’s concerns. 
 DECIDED – That a letter be forwarded to WH Mayer & Sons Ltd. on 

behalf of Rochdale Township Committee, expressing Members’ 
concerns at the various issues raised by Mr. Wilcox. 

 
 (v) Bolton Road – lay-by 
 The Township Committee was addressed by Ms. Hilary Jones with regard to 
the lay-by on Bolton Road which, she stated, was being used as a “car lot” and was 
being used to site numerous cars that were for sale.  The Head of Highways & 
Engineering Services undertook to investigate this matter and to instruct traffic 
wardens to take necessary enforcement action, if appropriate. 
 
(Councillor Coric in the Chair) 
 
 (vi) Springfield Park 
 The Township Committee was addressed by Mrs. Wilkinson who expressed 
concern at proposals to allocate a proportion of Springfield Park for the development 
of a golf driving range.   
 DECIDED – That the Managing Director of Link4Life be requested to 

submit a report on this matter to the next meeting of Rochdale 
Township Committee on 10th September 2008. 

 
(Councillor William Hobhouse in the Chair) 
 
GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE 
22. Due to the length of time taken to consider items raised in the Open Forum 
the representatives of Greater Manchester Police had left the meeting before their 
item could be considered.  The Chair stated that the Police had been asked to focus 
their presentation at this meeting on issues relating to enforcement and it was agreed 
that this would be deferred to the next meeting of the Township Committee on 10th 
September 2008. 
 
MINUTES 
23. The Township Committee considered the Minutes of the meeting held on 21st 
May 2008.  A Member referred to Minute No. 4(i) and expressed his disappointment 
that a briefing note had been submitted rather than a formal report. 
 DECIDED – That (1) the Minutes of the meeting of Rochdale Township 

Committee held on 21st May 2008 be approved as a correct record; 
(2) the Head of Strategic Housing Services be 

requested to submit a report to the next meeting of the Township 
Committee, on 10th September 2008, updating Members on the current 
situation regarding Cliff Street bungalows. 



 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE OPEN FORUM 
24. DECIDED – That the Proceedings of the Open Forum for Township 

Committee held on 21st May 2008 be noted. 
 
ROCHDALE TOWNSHIP PLANNING SUB-COMMITTEE 
25. DECIDED – That the Minutes of the meetings of Rochdale Township 

Planning Sub-Committee held on 15th April and 3rd June 2008 be noted 
(for Minutes see Appendix ‘A’). 

 
ROCHDALE TOWNSHIP ACTION & RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
26. DECIDED – That the Minutes of the meeting of Rochdale Township 

Action & Resources Committee held on 19th June 2008 be noted (for 
Minutes see Appendix ‘B’). 

 
APPOINTMENT OF TRUSTEES – NORMAN BARNES FUND 
27. The Township Committee considered a report of the Borough Solicitor 
(RT.83/08) that sought the appointment of two nominative Trustees to the Norman 
Barnes Fund. 
 The report was presented as the Terms of Office of two nominative Trustees 
of the Norman Barnes Fund will, or have recently become, time expired. 
 DECIDED – That Councillor Ted Flynn and Mr. Norman Smith be 

appointed as nominative Trustees to the Norman Barnes Fund. 
 
SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY VACANCIES – LA REPRESENTATIVES  
28. The Township Committee considered a report of the Head of Schools 
Services (RT.84/08) that outlined the current Local Authority School Governor 
vacancies, and requested that the Township Committee makes the appropriate 
appointments.   
 The recommendations were put forward as the Township Committee acts in 
accordance with the agreed procedures in appointing Local Authority representatives 
to serve on School Governing Bodies.   
 Alternatives considered: There are no alternative methods of filling Local 
Authority Governor vacancies. 
 A Members suggested that in instances where there are no nominations or 
that the nomination is not accepted by the Township Committee then the individual 
School Governing Body be requested to make the appointment to their particular 
vacancy or vacancies, rather than wait till the next meeting of the Township 
Committee.   
 DECIDED – That (1) in those instances where the Township Committee 

is unable, or unwilling to appoint to a School Governing Body vacancy 
or vacancies, then the filling of those vacancies be referred to the 
Governing Body of the school, or schools concerned for their 
determination; 

(2) Councillor Farooq Ahmed be appointed to the 
School Governing Body of All Saints CE Primary School; 

(3) Mr. I.U. Naizi be appointed to the School Governing 
Body vacancy at Brimrod Community Primary School; 

(4) Councillor Sharif be appointed to the School 
Governing Body vacancy at Broadfield Community Primary School and 
that the other two vacancies be referred to the School’s Governing Body 
to determine; 

(5) Councillor Wera Hobhouse be appointed to the 
School Governing Body at Caldershaw Primary School; 

(6) the School Governing Body of Castleton Primary 
School be requested to determine their School Governing Body 
vacancy; 
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(7) the School Governing Body of Lowerplace Primary 
School be requested to determine their two vacancies on their School 
Governing Body; 

(8) Councillor Peter Clegg be appointed to the School 
Governing Body of Marland Hill Community Primary School; 

(9) Mr. J. Rowe be appointed to the School Governing 
Body of Matthew Moss High School; 

(10) Councillor Todd and Mr. N. Smith be appointed to 
the School Governing Body of Meanwood Community Primary School; 

(11) Mrs. P. Barnes be appointed to the School 
Governing Body at Spotland Primary School; 

(12) Mr. B. Redman be appointed to the School 
Governing Body at St. Gabriel’s Roman Catholic Primary School; 

(13) Mr. J.E. Beasley be appointed to the School 
Governing Body of St. John’s Roman Catholic Primary School; 

(14) Councillor Couzens be appointed to the School 
Governing Body of St. Vincent’s Roman Catholic Primary School. 

 
(Councillor Coric in the Chair) 

 
PART PERMANENT CLOSURE AND CREATION OF FOOTPATH RocEFp3 
MODIFICATION OF DEFINITIVE MAP AND STATEMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHTS OF 
WAY – PART OF A FOOTPATH SHOWN RUNNING ACROSS LAND AT OULDER 
HILL SCHOOL, ROCHDALE 
29. The Township Committee considered a report of the Head of Environmental 
Management Services (RT.85/08) recommending that an Order be made under 
Section 119 of the Highways Act 1980 to divert part of an existing definitive right of 
way and to modify the definitive map and statement on completion of that Order 
under Section 53(2)(b). 
 The report was presented as evidence had been provided to satisfy the 
Council that part of the land over which the footpath runs is required for the erection 
of a fence and gate to Oulder Hill School, Rochdale.  An Order is made under 
Section 119 of the Highways Act 1980 to distinguish part of the public right of way 
over the said section and create a new footpath over land east of the existing route to 
connect the remainder of the footpath.  The advertisement and administration costs 
of making the Order are charged to the applicant.  If the Closure and Creation Order 
is confirmed an Order made under Section 53(2)(b) of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 
1981 to modify the definitive map and statement by the addition of the footpath 
created and the deletion of the section of the footpath extinguished by Order.  The 
land owner has satisfied the Council that they have secured the efficient use of the 
land.   
 In terms of alternatives, the only available option would be to decline to make 
the Order.  This would mean that the Council was in breach of its duty and would 
entitle the applicant to appeal to the Secretary of State under Paragraph 4 of 
Schedule 14 of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981.   
 DECIDED – That (1) Rochdale Township Committee agree with the 

report and that an Order be made under Section 119 of the Highways 
Act 1980 to close and create part of the footpath described in and 
shown on the plan appended to the submitted report (RT.85/08) and to 
apply under Section 53(2)(b) of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 to 
modify the definitive map and statement on completion of that Order; 

(2) if no objections are received to the Order that it be 
confirmed as an unopposed Order under Paragraph 6 of Schedule 15 to 
the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 and if relevant objections are 
received that the Order be referred to the Secretary of State for 
confirmation. 

 

No 



(Councillor William Hobhouse in the Chair) 
 
FINANCIAL MONITORING REPORT FOR TOWNSHIPS AS AT THE END OF 
JUNE 2008 
30. The Township Committee considered a report of the Head of Finance 
Services (RT.86/08) identifying the financial position for those Services devolved to 
Township Committees.  The report had been presented to the Township Committee 
as the Township Chairs and Portfolio Holders had agreed the principles for reporting 
the financial position in relation to devolved services and township funds and this 
report indicated the current financial position of devolved services.  In addition, the 
Township Committees needed to determine which Committee/Sub-Committee the 
reports should be considered. 
 DECIDED – That (1) the Township Committee notes the financial 

position of Townships at the end of June 2008; 
(2) the Head of Finance Services be requested to 

submit a further report on this matter to the meeting of the Township 
Committee scheduled to be held on 12th November 2008. 

 
DEMOLITION OF 13 AND 15 GREAVE AVENUE 
31. The Township Committee considered a report of the Head of Strategic 
Housing Services (RT.87/08) that provided information on the recommendation, by 
the Board of Rochdale Boroughwide Housing, to request the Council’s agreement to 
demolish two Council houses.  The recommendations were presented as numbers 
13 and 15 Greave Avenue are adjoining semi-detached three-bedroom properties on 
the Greave Estate that have been affected by poor ground conditions causing 
significant structural “tilt” to the property.  The submitted report provides information 
on the decision by RBH’s Board to recommend to the Council that the properties are 
demolished.  13 and 15 Greave Avenue are two of several properties on the Greave 
Estate that have suffered from a history of settlement damage due to a shallow layer 
of peat running across the site.  This layer of peat was distributed by historic streams 
and wells that once occupied the site.  There has been a history of settlement on 
some properties on the estate which coincides with layers of peat.  Properties are of 
traditional build and date from 1946 and the existing foundations were not designed 
to cope with the ground conditions.  Several other properties on the estate have been 
demolished due to their structural condition.  Properties at 4 and 6 Parkway were 
demolished approximately five years ago as were four pair of semi-detached homes 
on 25-35 Denehurst Road in the late 1990s.  No. 15 Greave Avenue has been void 
since June 2003 and 13 Greave Avenue is presently occupied but the tenant is due 
to be rehoused.  In September 2007 RBH commissioned a consultant to carry out a 
bore hole survey of the Greave Estate comparing the ground conditions of properties 
with little or no tilt against those with excessive tilt.  The results were quite conclusive 
insofar as they confirmed that the problem had been caused by low level layers of 
deposited peat at various depths under the lower part of the estate.  The report 
stated that there was little risk to foundations from old mine workings.    
 
In terms of alternatives considered, with the level of tilt observed to these two 
properties, the properties cannot be made available for further letting in their present 
condition.  There are essentially three options for the Committee to consider.  The 
first option is to retain the properties in a secured void state, which would have a 
detrimental effect on the nearby properties and the Greave estate as a whole as the 
properties would inevitably attract vandalism.  A second option would be to carry out 
remedial works to structurally underpin the properties, this would only stabilise the 
properties in their present condition but would not improve the potential to attract 
possible tenants as the tilt would remain.  The third option is to demolish the 
properties and landscape the ground which removes potential future maintenance 
costs and provides for a more desirable aspect. 

No 

Yes 
 



 DECIDED – That the two residential properties owned by the Council 
and managed by Rochdale Boroughwide Housing (13 and 15 Greave 
Avenue) are demolished and the ground landscaped over. 

 
CRAWFORD STREET FOOTPATH – FORMER SANDFIELD RENEWAL AREA 
32. The Township Committee considered a report of the Head of Strategic 
Housing Services (RT.88/08) regarding issues with the footpath linking Crawford 
Street and the Rochdale Canal towpath.  A report on this matter had been submitted 
to the Township Committee at its meeting on 10th January 2007 where the Township 
Committee had resolved to authorise Officers to use the relevant powers of the 
legislation to seek permanent closure of the footpath.  The Head of Strategic Housing 
Services reported that at the time of the earlier decision made by Township 
Committee, Members were unaware of certain material facts and it is considered 
necessary to request the Committee to re-confirm their support for closure.   
 The recommendation contained in the report was presented as the footpath 
contributes to significant local ant-social behaviour problems.  Closure is seen as the 
only viable option to overcoming those problems. 
 In terms of alternatives to be considered the Township Committee has, over 
the course of this issue, considered three options: closure; diversion; no action.  The 
Head of Strategic Housing Services reported, in his view, that diversion is not a 
realistic option and that the Committee have considered local views in light of a 
temporary closure.  The Township Committee had resolved at its meeting on 10th 
January 2007 to support the pursuit of full and formal closure of the footpath.  In 
compiling the report the Head of Strategic Housing Services had sought the views of 
representative of the Kingsway Area Forum, Highways & Engineering Services 
(RMBC), Sustainable Travel, Community Safety Representatives, Legal & 
Democratic Services (RMBC), Planning & Regulation Services (RMBC), Rochdale 
Development Agency, British Waterways and Greater Manchester Police.   
 DECIDED – That the Township Committee re-confirm their decision, 

made on 10th January 2007, to close the Crawford Street footpath in light 
of the new information made available (in report No. RT.88/08), and the 
Head of Strategic Housing Services be authorised to identify 
appropriate funding sources and proceed with the physical closure of 
the path without further consultation. 

 
DRAFT COUNCIL HEALTH AND WELLBEING STRATEGY 2008-2011 
33. The Township Committee were consulted on the draft Council Health and 
Wellbeing Strategy 2008 – 2011 (RT.89/08). 
 The draft Health and Wellbeing Strategy reinforces the Council’s and the 
Pride Partnership’s plans to develop and improve the Borough and to improve quality 
services to all communities.  The document describes in more detail that the 
corporate strategy Aiming High how the Council will deliver the health and wellbeing 
aims and agreed and published in Aiming High, Township Plans, Service Plans and 
the Local Area Agreement.   
 DECIDED – That the draft Council Health and Wellbeing Strategy 2008-

2011 be noted and that if any Member of the Township Committee has 
any comments to make on the document, these be addressed directly to 
the Head of Performance & Development Services. 

 
PROCEDURES FOR DEVELOPER CONTRIBUTIONS (RECREATIONAL OPEN 
SPACE) 
34. The Township Committee was consulted on a report that had been prepared 
by the Head of Planning & Regulation Services (RT.90/08) explaining proposed 
procedures for managing, spending and monitoring financial contributions secured 
through Section 106 obligations in connection with planning permissions, specifically 
in terms of contributions in respect of recreational open space but with possible 
relevance for other types of contribution. 

Yes 

No 

No 



 The reasons for the recommendations contained in the report were that 
agreement on procedures will aid proper consideration of a new Dedicated Officer 
post (to be funded from an administration fee charged to developers) to manage the 
significant contributions which are likely to be generated.  Agreement on charging the 
Scheme of Delegation would enable Planning Officers to collect contributions without 
unacceptable delays to planning decisions.  In addition agreement on procedures 
would allow developer contributions in respect of planning applications to be handled 
in a fair, clear and concise manner and in accordance with the Council’s policies.  An 
agreement on procedures in respect of these matters will help to ensure that 
contributions are targeted to where there is a clear and identified need.   
 In terms of alternatives, the procedures in respect of these matters could 
continue using the existing less organised system where it is difficult to accurately 
keep track of contributions made and ensure that they are spent in the most efficient 
and effective manner possible.  A clear and defined system would give certainty and 
clarity to developers, planners and elected Members.  A second alternative to not 
altering the Scheme of Delegation in the manner proposed would mean that 
proposals for seeking open space contributions from minor developments, as small 
as one dwelling, could lead to a significant increase in the amount of planning 
applications needing to go before Committee, affecting Committee and Officer 
workloads and meaning many applications may fail to meet the 8 week or 13 week 
deadlines. 
 Members of the Township Committee considered the report in detail, 
suggesting alterations to the content contained therein and requested that the Head 
of Service submit a revised report to the next meeting of the Township Committee on 
10th September 2008. 
 DECIDED – That the Head of Planning & Regulation Services be 

requested to submit a revised report on procedures for developer 
contributions (Recreational Open Space) to the next meeting of the 
Committee on 10th September 2008. 

 
ROCHDALE TOWNSHIP FUND – PRIORITIES FUND  
35. The Township Committee was consulted on a report that had been prepared 
by the Rochdale Township Manager (RT.91/08) seeking Members’ comments and to 
note the allocation of the Township Priorities Fund 2008/09, to implement specific 
projects agreed by Rochdale Action & Resources Committee at their meeting held 
19th June 2008.  The Township Committee was asked to comment on specific 
projects including the proposal for a Rochdale Township Community Event in 2009. 
 DECIDED – That (1) Rochdale Township Committee support the 

allocation of Rochdale Township Priorities Fund 2008/09 to implement 
specific projects agreed by Rochdale Township Action & Resources 
Committee at their meeting on 19th June 2008 and to note that the 
projects are subject to agreement of details, timescale and outcomes 
with the Service deliverer; 

(2) the Township Committee supports each of the 
specific projects contained in the Township Manager’s report 
(RT.91/08). 

 
HOPWOOD HALL COUNCILLORS REPRESENTATION ON TOWNSHIP 
COMMITTEES 
36. The Township Committee considered a report that had been prepared on 
behalf of the Liberal Democrat Group (RT.92/08) that requested Members to 
consider the elective Member representation on the Heywood and Middleton 
Township Committees. 
 The recommendations were presented as the Council at its annual meeting 
on 14th May 2008 agreed that a review of the elected Member representation on the 
Heywood and Middleton Township Committees be undertaken.   

No 

No 



 In terms of alternatives for elected Member representation on the Heywood 
and Middleton Township Committees three options were put forward.  The first option 
was that the three Members for the Hopwood Hall Ward be appointed to serve on 
Heywood Township Committee only and the Hopwood Hall Ward fall within the 
Heywood Township only.  The second option was that the Members for the Hopwood 
Hall be appointed to serve on Middleton Township Committee only and the Hopwood 
Hall Ward fall within the Middleton Township only.  The third option was that the 
Members for the Hopwood Hall Ward have their representation on the two Township 
Committees split and they be appointed to serve on the basis of two Members on 
Heywood Township Committee and the remaining Member on Middleton Township 
Committee. 
 In discussing the report Members of Rochdale Township Committee 
requested clarification as to why the report was presented in the name of the Liberal 
Democrat Group rather than a specific Officer. 
 DECIDED – That (1) Rochdale Township Committee supports the 

principle that no Councillor can be a Member of more than one 
Township Committee; 

(2) Rochdale Township Committee believe that the 
decision as to which Township Committee Hopwood Hall Councillors 
wish to sit on should be for the three Councillor affected to determine;  

(3) Rochdale Township Committee requests 
clarification from the Chief Executive as to why the report has been 
written and presented in the name of the Liberal Democrat Group.  

 
SAFER COMMUNITIES PLAN 2008-2011 
37. The Head of Regeneration Services submitted the Safer Communities Plan 
for 2008-2011 (RT.93/08) for Members’ information.  The Safer Communities Plan 
described progress made during the past three years and sets out the Partnership’s 
strategic priorities, service delivery objectives and targets for the three years up to 
2011.   
 DECIDED – That the Safer Communities Plan 2008-2011 be noted. 
 
GYPSIES AND TRAVELLERS – EXISTING AND FUTURE PROVISION WITHIN 
THE BOROUGH OF ROCHDALE 
38. The Township Committee considered a report of the Head of Strategic 
Housing Services (RT.94/08) regarding the existing and future provision within the 
Borough of Rochdale for gypsies and travellers.  
 Members of the Township Committee held a full and frank discussion on this 
matter and requested that a further update report be presented during the course of 
the ensuing Municipal Year. 
 DECIDED – That a further report detailing the existing and future 

provision within the Borough of Rochdale for gypsies and travellers be 
presented to the Township Committee, scheduled to be held on 7th 
January 2009. 
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